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TwoTwo ‘‘TheatresTheatres of of HuntingHunting’’::

�� Pacific/Indian Pacific/Indian OceanOcean

�� ArcticArctic OceanOcean (Jan (Jan MayenMayen, Spitsbergen, the , Spitsbergen, the 

Davis Davis StraitStrait))



SecoundarySecoundary SourcesSources::

�� F.J.AF.J.A. . BroezeBroeze, , ‘‘WhalingWhaling in the Southern in the Southern OceansOceans. . 

The Dutch The Dutch QuestQuest forfor Southern Southern WhalingWhaling in the in the 

NineteenthNineteenth CenturyCentury’’, , EconomischEconomisch-- en en SociaalSociaal--
HistorischHistorisch JaarboekJaarboek, vol.40 (1977), 66, vol.40 (1977), 66--112112

�� C. de Jong, C. de Jong, Geschiedenis van de oude Geschiedenis van de oude 
Nederlandse walvisvaartNederlandse walvisvaart (Johannesburg/Pretoria (Johannesburg/Pretoria 

19721972--1978). Vol. 2, 4491978). Vol. 2, 449--494494



Pacific/Indian Pacific/Indian OceanOcean: : PrimaryPrimary

SourcesSources

�� National National ArchivesArchives, The , The HagueHague::

�� ArchiveArchive Dutch Trading CompanyDutch Trading Company

�� Royal House Royal House ArchiveArchive (Koninklijk Huisarchief)(Koninklijk Huisarchief)

�� NewspapersNewspapers 18271827--18491849

�� SchipSchip’’ss journaljournal LoganLogan, , KendallKendall CollectionCollection, New , New 
Bedford Bedford WhalingWhaling Museum, New Bedford, Museum, New Bedford, MassMass
(VS)(VS)



ArcticArctic OceanOcean: : PrimaryPrimary SourcesSources

�� CorrespondenceCorrespondence City City ArchiveArchive Harlingen, 1820Harlingen, 1820--
1865: 1865: 

�� NewspapersNewspapers 18201820--18651865

�� 14 14 journalsjournals 18301830--1840; 18461840; 1846--18481848

�� ThreeThree publishedpublished accounts (Hoekstra 1828; De accounts (Hoekstra 1828; De 
Boer 1921; Wever 1921)Boer 1921; Wever 1921)

�� CrewlistsCrewlists 18151815--1825; 18581825; 1858--18631863

�� ShipsShips lists1802lists1802--18851885



ExtraordinaryExtraordinary: : 

No No companycompany archivesarchives have have 

remainedremained..



WhalingWhaling in the Indian and in the Indian and 

Pacific Pacific OceanOcean,,

18271827--18491849





Dutch Trading Company Dutch Trading Company 

((NederlandscheNederlandsche HandelHandel--

MaatschappijMaatschappij), 1827), 1827--18301830

�� OneOne expeditionexpedition withwith LoganLogan, , mastermaster

ReubenReuben F. F. CoffinCoffin ((NantucketNantucket))



Company Company forfor WhalingWhaling aroundaround The The 

SouthSouth ((VereenigingVereeniging tot tot 

WalvischvangstWalvischvangst om de Zuid), 1832om de Zuid), 1832--

18381838

�� TwoTwo expeditionsexpeditions withwith EerstelingEersteling, , mastermaster

H.FH.F. . HornemanHorneman

�� OneOne expeditionexpedition withwith ProserpinaProserpina, , mastermaster

J.PJ.P. Smith . Smith 



((ReederijReederij voor de Zuidzee voor de Zuidzee 

WalvischvangstWalvischvangst) ) 

(Gebroeders (Gebroeders ReelfsReelfs), 1843), 1843--18491849

�� OneOne expeditionexpedition withwith Anna & Anna & LouisaLouisa, , 
mastermaster George George GrayGray

�� OneOne expeditionexpedition withwith Zuidpool Zuidpool ((exex--
ProserpinaProserpina), commandeur ), commandeur BrunnBrunn/A.J. /A.J. 

MeyerMeyer





ResultsResults SouthSouth SeasSeas WhalingWhaling, , 

18271827--1849:1849:

�� 6 6 expeditionsexpeditions

�� 140.764 140.764 litreslitres of of spermsperm oiloil

�� Ca. 330.00 Ca. 330.00 litreslitres of black of black oiloil ((‘‘gewonegewone’’

traan), traan), possiblypossibly fromfrom finwhalesfinwhales

�� Ca. 6.000 kg. Ca. 6.000 kg. baleenbaleen



ConclusionsConclusions::

�� Dutch Dutch unfamilairunfamilair withwith spermsperm whalingwhaling

�� ReadinessReadiness toto import expertise import expertise fromfrom abroadabroad

�� WhalingWhaling conductedconducted fromfrom Amsterdam and Amsterdam and 

RotterdamRotterdam

�� EnormousEnormous investmentsinvestments, mediocre , mediocre 

revenuesrevenues



WhalingWhaling in in ArcticArctic waters, waters, 

18151815--18851885





BAREND VAN SPREEKENSBAREND VAN SPREEKENS

18151815--18201820



JAN VAS & Co.JAN VAS & Co.

18201820--18251825



Parental home of Jan Parental home of Jan VasVas, , WormerveerWormerveer



Dutch Company Dutch Company forfor WhalingWhaling

NEDERLANDSCHE MAATSCHAPPIJ NEDERLANDSCHE MAATSCHAPPIJ 

VOOR WALVISCHVANGSTVOOR WALVISCHVANGST

18251825--18271827



BAREND VISSER & SONBAREND VISSER & SON

(I)(I)

18221822--18241824



Greenland and Davis Greenland and Davis StraitStrait FisheryFishery

AssociationAssociation

GROENLANDSCHE EN GROENLANDSCHE EN 

STRAATDAVIDSE VISSCHERIJ STRAATDAVIDSE VISSCHERIJ 

SOCIETEITSOCIETEIT

18251825--18341834















BAREND VISSER & SONBAREND VISSER & SON

((IIII))

18351835--18641864







NICOLAAS BRANTJES & SMITNICOLAAS BRANTJES & SMIT

18511851--18851885



Dutch Dutch WhalingWhaling Company Ltd.Company Ltd.

NEDERLANDSCHE NEDERLANDSCHE 

WALVISCHVAART N.V.WALVISCHVAART N.V.

18691869--18721872

(C.J. (C.J. BottemanneBottemanne))





ConclusionsConclusions::

�� LargerLarger scalescale thatthat SouthSouth SeasSeas WhalingWhaling (1815(1815--
1885: ca. 90 1885: ca. 90 expeditionsexpeditions, >100 , >100 whaleswhales; ; appapp. . 
162,000 162,000 sealsseals))

�� ConductedConducted fromfrom Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and, 
especiallyespecially, , fromfrom HarlingenHarlingen

�� OriginOrigin crew: crew: 
Amsterdam/RotterdamAmsterdam/Rotterdam→→international  crewinternational  crew

�� HarlingenHarlingen→→localslocals

�� HeavilyHeavily subsidizedsubsidized byby nationalnational governmentgovernment
(1822(1822--1855)1855)

�� No No inclinationinclination toto innovateinnovate


